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A 


bill 


to 

Amend the Laws relating to Fisheries in Ireland and 
the Boards of Conservators thereof. 

T)E it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
-U with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows: 

5 1. This Act may be cited for all purposes as the Fisheries 

(Ireland) Act, 1907. 

2. This Act shall come into operation on the passing thereof. 

3. This Act shall be construed as one with the Fisheries 
(Ireland) Acts, 1842 to 1898, and shall extend to Ireland only. 

10 4. No person shall be entitled to vote by proxy at any 

election of conservators held after the passing of this Act , and 
section nine of the Act of 1848 shall be deemed to be amended 
accordingly. 

5. Notwithstanding anything in sections nine and eleven of 
15 the Act of 1848, no person who shall not have paid licence 

duty before the first . day of August in any year shall be entitled 
to vote at any election of conservators in such year. 

6. In addition to the accounts mentioned in section thirty- 
three of the Act of 1848, the persons appointed as therein to 

20 sell licences shall furnish to the board of conservators, on or 
before the fifteenth day of September in each year in which an 
election shall be held, such accounts for the poition of such 
year ending on the thirty-first day of August next preceding, 
and, notwithstanding anything to the contrary iu any of the 
25 Fisheries (Ireland) Acts, 1842 to 1898, no person whose name 
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shall not appear in such last-mentioned accounts shall be entitled 
or allowed to vote at any election of conservators held in such year. 

7 . So much of section nine of the Act of 1848 as prescribes 
the number of votes to which a person paying licence duty shall 
be entitled at the election of the conservators for an electoral 5 
division shall be and is hereby repealed, and instead thereof 

it is hereby enacted that every such person shall be entitled to 
have a vote or votes at such election according to the following 
scale (that is to say) : — if the licence duty so paid by such person 
shall not exceed one pou/nd, one vote; if the same shall exceed 10 
one pound and shall not amount to five pounds, two votes ; and 
if the same shall amount to five pounds and not to ten pounds, 
three votes'; and if the saiae shall exceed ten pounds, four votes. 

8. Every person to whom such licence as is prescribed by 
section twenty-eight of the Act of 1848 is issued shall cut intoy 15 
place, or fix in or on, or shall cause to be cut, into, placed, or 
fiied“ in of dn,’ the : engine, net, instrument, of other device for 
taking fish in respect of which sueh licence is issued a number 
corresponding? to the . number stated in such; licence, ; under and 
subject to like penalties (in case of failure) as . in the said section 20 
mentioned. 

9. No ^person who does not,, at any election _o,f . conservators, 
produce to tJjie chairman of the meeting, at tliQ .time -and. place 
of voting, the licence or licences in respect of which he claims 

to vote at such election, shall "be entitled or allowed to vote at 25 
such election. 

10 . Notwithstanding anything in section eleven of the Act 

of 1848, no person shall be entitled or allowed to vote at any 
election of conservators in more than one electoral division at 
the same election. 30 

n. -a). Section twenty-nine of the Act of 1863 shall be 
and the same is hereby repealed, and instead thereof it is hereby 
enacted that no person shall be capable of being elected or 
being a conservator who is . not qualified as an elector at the 
time of the election. , 35 

(2) Section six of the Act of 1848 shall be read and con- 
strued as if the words “ and shall have paid in respect .of the 
year of election licence duty to the amount of not less than fifty 
pounds ” were inserted in said section after the word “upwards.’'' 
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12. Where more persons than one are entitled under and 
by virtue of the provisions of section six of the Act of 1848 to 
act as ex officio conservators in respect of the same fishery, such 
persons shall appoint by a power of attorney one of their number 

5 to act as such conservators, and such power of attorney shall he 
produced for inspection at some regularly constituted meeting of 
the hoard and he entered in the minutes thereof. 

13. — (1) The election of conservators under the Fisheries 
(Ireland) Acts, 1842 to 1898, shall, subject to the provisions of 

10 this Act, be conducted according to the prescribed rules. 

(2) Such rules shall have effect as if enacted in this Act, 
and shall, amongst other things, provide — 

[a) For twenty-eight clear days’ notice at the least being 
given of the election ; 

15 ( b ) For fixing or enabling the Department of Agriculture 

and Technical Instruction for Ireland to fix the time 
and manner of nominating candidates, the hours during 
which the poll is to be kept open, and the method of 
recording and counting the votes and declaring the 

20 result of such poll. 

(3) At every election regulated by rules framed under this 
section the poll shall be taken by ballot. 

14. Notwithstanding anything in section fourteen of the Act 
of 1848 or in section thirteen of the Act of 1850, but subject to 

25 the provisions of section ten of the last-mentioned Act, all elections 
of conservators shall be held on the first day of October in each 
year fixed by law for such elections. 

15. Notwithstanding anything in the Fisheries (Ireland) Acts, 
1842 to 1898, some one of the persons herein-after mentioned 

30 shall preside at the election of conservators in each electoral 
division (that is to say) : — 

(a) The mayor of any borough which includes the electoral 
division or portion of the electoral division ; or, failing 
him, 

35 (b) the chairman of the council of a county in which the 

electoral division or portion of the electoral division 
is situate ; or, failing him, 

[c) the chairman of the council of the county district other 
than a borough in which the electoral division or 

40 portion of the electoral division is situate ; or, failing 

him. 
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(d) such person, being qualified to vote at the election, as the 
persons assembled at the meeting at the prescribed hour 
and qualified to vote at the election shall choose : 

Provided that where any electoral division is situate in more 
than one county or district, the chairman of the council of the 5 
county or district respectively in which the greater portion of 
the division is situate shall respectively have the right to 
preside in preference to the chairman of the council of the 
county or district respectively in which the smaller portion of 
the division is situate. 10 

16. — (1) The chairman of every meeting for the election of 

conservators for a district shall have power to appoint such 
assistants in conducting an election (including a legal assessor) 
as he shall deem necessary, and to pay them such reasonable 
remuneration as the board of conservators shall think fit. 15 

(2) Such chairman as aforesaid shall, after counting the votes 
tendered at the election, declare to be elected the candidates 
who shall have respectively received the largest number of votes 
for each electoral division, and shall, as soon as conveniently 
may be, make a return to the board and to the Department 20 
of Agriculture and Technical Instruction under his hand of the 
persons so declared to be elected. 

(3) Where any dispute, of what nature or kind soever., arises 
at an election, whether the same arises out of the nomination 

of candidates or the polling, or the counting of the votes given 25 
at such election, the decision of such chairman shall be given 
in writing, and shall, if disallowing an objection, be final, but, if 
allowing an objection, shall be subject to reversal in any pro- 
ceedings by which at law an election of a conservator may now 
be questioned or disputed. 30 

(4) Such chairman shall have power to preserve, by all 
lawful means, order and decorum in the place in which the 
election shall be held, and for that purpose may obtain such 
assistance as he may think necessary. 

17. If on the day after the last day appointed by rules under 35 
this Act for the nomination of candidates for election in any year 

no more persons stand nominated as candidates at such election 
than the number of persons to be elected for any electoral 
division at such election, the candidates so nominated shall be 
deemed to be elected, and the returning officer shall make a 40 
return to the board accordingly. 
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18. The expenses incurred by the board of conservators A.D. 1907. 

and of any officer appointed to conduct or to assist in the conduct Expenses 0 f 
of any election held under this Act, shall be paid by the board elections, 
out of the funds of the board : Provided that such expenses 

5 shall not exceed the scale fixed by the Department, and shall be 
subject to taxation in like manner as if they were expenses of a 
returning officer in the case of an election under the Local 
Government (Ireland) Act, 1898. 

19. Where the board of conservators or any person is by Mode of 
10 this Act required to publish any notice, or list, or declaration, publication 

or other tiling, such publication shall be effected by inserting not ‘ ce8, 
such notices, list, declaration, or other thing as an advertisement 
in not less than two newspapers circulating in the district in each 
of two successive weeks, and also by a placard affixed on the 
15 outside of the office of the board and also outside every school- 
house, court house, and police barrack in the district, and in 
such other conspicuous places in the district as the board may 
determine, and such publication shall be deemed to be completed 
on the day on which the second of such advertisements appears : 

20 ■^ >r0T ^ e ^ that nothing in this section shall be deemed to restrict 
the board from otherwise giving such public information respecting 
the subject of such publication as they think necessary or 
expedient. 

20. Where by this Act any proceeding or act is directed Provisions 
2 g or allowed to be done on a certain day, then if that day happens ^g^ding 

to be a Sunday or a public holiday, the proceeding or act shall pS^ho*?- 
be considered as taken or done in due time if it is taken or done da 7 s - 
on the next day afterwards not being one of the days herein-before 
specified. 

gQ 21. In any case in which a particular number of days is Computation 
prescribed by this Act, the same shall be reckoned exclusively of da 7 s - 
of the first day and of the last day. 

22. The members of every board of conservators elected Powers and 
under this Act shall (subject to the provisions of this Act) obligations 
35 severally have and be subject to the same or the like powers, conservators, 
functions, duties, privileges, and obligations as members of every 
such board severally had or were subject to before the passing 
of this Act. 
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